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“If we have the truth, it cannot be harmed by investigation. 
If we have not the truth, it ought to be harmed.”
                            - President J. Reuben Clark, LDS Church

“Our whole strength rests on the validity of that [first] vision. It either occurred or 
it did not occur. If it did not, then this work is a fraud. If it did, then it is the most 
important and wonderful work under the heavens.” - President Gordon B. Hinckley

Revised and Enhanced History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, Lucy Mack Smith, Ch. 15. 
(latterdaysaintmag.com/young-joseph-smiths-dangerous-leg-operation/)

An Insider’s View of Mormon Origins, Grant Palmer, p. 42-44.

Could Jospeh Smith have written the Book of Mormon? mormonthink.com/josephweb.htm#education

"Lucy Mack Smith, History, 1845," p. 87, The Joseph Smith Papers, 
josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/lucy-mack-smith-history-1845/94

Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith The Prophet, Lucy Mack Smith, p.92.

mormonquotes.com/B._H._Roberts

“In light of this evidence, there can be no doubt as to the possession of a vividly strong, creative imagination by Joseph 
Smith, the Prophet, an imagination, it could with reason be urged, which, given the suggestions that are found in the 'common 
knowledge' of accepted American antiquities of the times, supplemented by such a work as Ethan Smith's View of the 
Hebrews [published in Palmyra in 1825], it would make it possible for him to create a book such as the Book of Mormon is.
- LDS Church Historian - B. H. Roberts, Studies of the Book of Mormon, p. 243, 250.

Early Mormon Documents, Dan Vogel, ed.,1996, 1:553, Signature Books, SLC. 

Smith family education - dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/issues/Dialogue_V49N04_1.pdf

academia.edu/40444358/Joseph_Smith_and_the_Masonic_Magic_connection

Joseph Smith’s New York Reputation Reexamined. Rodger Anderson, SLC, Signature Books, 1990, p. 141, 172
signaturebookslibrary.org/joseph-smiths-new-york-reputation-reexamined-03

truthnet.org/Mormon/Mormonismunveiled/17Isaachale.htm

fullerconsideration.com/sources.php?cat=PBOM-SFR

Early Mormonism and the Magic World View, D. Michael Quinn. Signature Books, SLC, 1998, p. 33, 62, 160
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Howe, Eber D. Mormonism Unvailed, Painsville, OH 1834, p. 232-233

mormonquotes.com/Money-digging

Letter from Joseph Smith Sr.’s brother Jesse to Hyrum Smith. Jesse Smith to Hyrum Smith, 17 June 1829, Joseph 
Smith Letterbook (1837- 43), 2:59-61, Joseph Smith Papers, LDS Church Archives, Salt Lake City, Utah.
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/letterbook-2/64

utlm.org/onlineresources/josephsmithmethodist.htm - Interesting to note that after Joseph Smith claimed to see 
God and that he told him not to join any church, he later joined the Methodist church before starting LDS. 

mormonthink.com/rodofaaron.htm

Major Problems of Mormonism, Jerald and Sandra Tanner, 1989, p. 132 - on Cowdry as a rodsman

https://www.fairlatterdaysaints.org/answers/Question:_Did_Jo-
seph_Smith_attempt_to_%22cover_up%22_Oliver_Cowdery%27s_work_with_a_divining_rod_by_changing_the_
wording_of_the_revelation_that_became_Doctrine_and_Covenants_8:6–8%3F

A Gentile Account of Life in Utah’s Dixie, Norman R. Bowen, ed.,1872-73. 

“Who Was Joseph Smith?”, Allen Harrod. Watchman Fellowship, Inc., 1999.

Samantha Payne manuscript affidavit, June 29, 1881, Ontario County Clerk’s Office, Canandalgua, New York, 
photocopy in fd. 31, box 149, Marquardt papers, Marriott Library.

Deseret News, Church Section, May 25, 1940, p. 5

Lucy Mack Smith manuscript history, 1845, Vogel, 1:285.

The Latter-day Saints in the Modern World, William J Whalen. New York: The John Day Company, 1964, p. 23.

The Bible strictly forbids divination - Deut,. 18:10, Ezek. 12:24, 13:23, Zech. 10:2, Jer. 27:9, II Kings 17:17

Joseph Smith and the Origins of the Book of Mormon, David Persuitte, Jefferson, NC:McFarland, 1985, p. 54

lostmormonism.com/category/magic/

exmormon.org/d6/drupal/Joseph-Smith-Magic-Talisman

fullerconsideration.com/sources.php?cat=GP-EMH

truthandgrace.com/StatementHale2.htm

josephsmithpapers.org/site/accounts-of-the-�rst-vision

Session 3 - Origins of the LDS Church  

`

 



R e s o u r c e  G u i d e  C O N T .  p g .  3

mit.irr.org/first-vision

mit.irr.org/modern-discovery-translation-and-editions-of-book-of-mormon

mormonstories.org/truth-claims/the-books/the-book-of-mormon/book-of-mormon-sources-of-inspiration-and-content/

ou.edu/beaconou/The%20Bible%20and%20the%20Book%20of%20Mormon%20Compared.htm

talkingtomormons.com/1-nephi-8-10/

mrm.org/book-of-mormon-plates-cri

mormonthink.com/transbomweb.htm

mrm.org/bom-seer-stone

mormonstories.org/truth-claims/the-books/the-book-of-mormon/printing-the-book-of-mormon/

mormonthink.com/runningweb.htm

lifeafter.org/book-mormon-view-hebrews-parallels/

mormonthink.com/book-of-mormon-problems.htm#Bible

mormonthink.com/book-of-abraham-issues.htm

coldcasechristianity.com/writings/how-the-book-of-abraham-exposes-the-false-nature-of-mormonism/

mormonstories.org/truth-claims/the-books/book-of-abraham/

olivercowdery.com/smithhome/1880s-1890s/1883Quin.htm

https://archive.bookofmormoncentral.org/sites/default/-
files/archive-files/pdf/gee/2019-08-14/gee_a_history_of_the_joseph_smith_papyri_and_book_of_abraham.pdf

jstor.org/stable/43200474

doctrineandcovenantscentral.org/histories/charles-francis-adams/

fairlatterdaysaints.org/answers/Book_of_Abraham/How_was_it_produced
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